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This is our land and we never leave it. It is 
a beautiful land inhabited by beautiful people 

and, what is more, there are young men that are 
going to live here. 

Quotation from the speech of the President 
of Belarus Alexander G. Lukashenko during 

the visit to Khoyniki district
of Gomel region on April 26, 2013

26 April 1986 is the day when the most terrible 
man-made disaster in the history of humanity – 
accident at the Chernobyl NPP happened. The 
Republic of Belarus took the main blow of the 
catastrophe. Accident mitigation, consequences 
overcoming, reviving the affected territories are the 
essential achievements that prove the heroic work 
that Belarus made. This year Belarus commemorate 
the 30th anniversary of this way.

How did a small country managed to cope with 
such devastating consequences of this catastrophe? 
The special edition of the journal “Reviving Our 
Homeland” describes all the stages of diffi cult way 
that Belarus has overcome during the last 30 years. 
It all started with confusion when people did not 
want to believe that such tragedy had happened; 
then people started to realize the fact and the scale 
of the catastrophe; after that they recognized their 
land as a zone of ecological disaster and asked the 
world community for assistance and support and 
on  December 21, 1990 the fi rst UN Chernobyl 
resolution was adopted; and it all led to environment 
and human protection problems solving; targeted 
State and Union Programs on overcoming the 
consequences of the catastrophe developing; and, 
fi nally, to the stage of rehabilitation and revival, 
social and economic development of the affected 
areas; returning of the lands previously withdrawn 
from agricultural production; development of 
international cooperation as an expert in overcoming 
the consequences of the radiation catastrophe.

The aggregate damage incurred by Belarus due to 
the Chernobyl catastrophe is estimated as USD 235 
billion. But was the economy the only one that 
suffered? The Chernobyl tragedy changed lives of 
millions of people, dividing them into BEFORE and 
AFTER. The accident affected nearly a quarter of 
Belarusian territory where 2.2 million of people lived. 
479 settlements have disappeared off the face of the 
earth. The half of the country’s 118 districts were 
affected by the catastrophe consequences. 21 of them 
are still considered to be the most affected districts.

30 YEARS LONG “CHERNOBYL” WAY

30 years ago Belarus faced a situation which 
modern anti-crises management defi nes as unknown/
unknown, i.e. complete obscurity. The country had to 
create everything from scratch as far as there were 
neither narrowly focused specialists (for example, 
dosimetrists, specialists in decontamination), nor 
multi-skilled specialists in radiology. They were 
required in medicine, ecology, agriculture, forestry, 
education, psychology, and jurisprudence. During 
a short period the basis for the post-Chernobyl 
situation management was established.

Belarus obtained a forced experience, the 
experience of everyday living under the condition of 
radiation catastrophe. The experience also included 
living in conditions of long-term radioactive 
contamination of a vast territory, most part of 
which is forever lost for economy. No one else before 
lived in conditions when annually the country has 
to spend approximately a quarter of its budget 
on “Chernobyl” matters. Nevertheless, due to the 
received experience now we have a school of science 
in this sphere which is recognized all over the 
world. We have top-level production of radiometric 
equipment, developed systems of law, medical and 
social protection, radiation control, agricultural 
and forestry management at the contaminated 
areas. This experience helped us to make strategic 
solutions concerning the safe living, reformation of 
the economy in order to get clean products, reviving 
and support of the cultural traditions of the affected 
territories.

Nowadays the Republic of Belarus moves in the 
direction of revival. 30 years after the catastrophe 
the country is noted for a qualitative change 
from the country that was mostly affected by 
the catastrophe to the country-expert that has a 
unique scientifi c and practical, administrative and 
professional experience. The acquired knowledge is 
used for development of the affected territories, for 
international experience exchange and for training 
of young specialists who are ready to contribute in 
the future of their native land.

The summarized experience of the Republic of 
Belarus in the mitigation of the consequences of the 
catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP can and must 
serve all the mankind.

address to readers

Department for Mitigation of the Consequences 
of the Catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP 
of the Ministry for Emergency Situations 
of the Republic of Belarus
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Approx. 30% of Cesium-137, more than 70% 
of Strontium-90 and almost 97% of Plutonium 
isotopes of the Chernobyl fall-out on the territory 
of Belarus concentrated on the territory of 

the Polesie State Radiation Ecological Reserve. 
The area of the reserve takes 2.16 thousand square 
kilometers.

THE MAP OF CS-137 CONTAMINATION OF BELARUS AFTER THE CHERNOBYL 
CATASTROPHE IN 1986

23 % 
of the 

territory was 
contaminated 

with Cesium-13710 % 
of the 

territory was 
contaminated 

with Strontium-90

The area of agricultural lands contaminated with 
Cs-137 with the density exceeding 1 Ci/km2 has 
decreased by more than 500 thousand hectares 
during the period from 1992 till 2016 and now it 

takes 936.6 thousand hectares.

The number of settlements that belong to the 
radioactively contaminated territories has 

decreased by 1358 during the period from 1992 
till 2016. But there are still 2193 settlements 

that belong to these territories.

Polesie State Radiation 
Ecological Reserve

the consequences and 
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ECONOMIC DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE

SOCIAL DAMAGE CAUSED BY 
THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE

their overcoming

the aggregate damage incurred 
by Belarus due to the Chernobyl 

catastrophe counting on 30 years 
spent on overcoming of its 
consequences. This sum is 
equal to 32 budgets of the 

country as of 1985.

expenses for mitigation or minimization 
of the consequences of the catastrophe

losses associated with the alienation 
of radioactively contaminated natural 

resources and national economy objects

lost profi t

evacuated and 
resettled from the 

contaminated area

left the area 
of radioactive 
contamination 
by themselves

live in the 
contaminated area 

nowadays
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1986–1987

EMERGENCY 
MEASURES SAFETY MEASURES LONG-TERM 

REHABILITATION
REVIVAL AND SOCIAL-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORIES

1988–2000 2001–2010 2011 – Present day

Evacuation

Relocation

Massive 
decontamination 
of the settlements 
and objects, 
radioactive waste 
disposal

Mass resettlement

System of social 
protection for all 
groups of the 
affected 
population

Medical provision

Implementation of 
counter-measures 
in agriculture and 
forestry
        

Targeted projects aimed 
at manufacturing of safe 
competitive products

Changes of specialization 
of agricultural production

Complex projects for 
rehabilitation of the 
affected settlements

Engaging the population 
in the rehabilitation 
process

Formation of radiological 
culture of the population

Complex measures used for formation of a positive image of the 
affected territories

Presentation of attractiveness for investment into the affected territories; 
achievement of equal rights with the other districts of the country for 
international and interregional cooperation

Provision of social and economic development of the affected territories 
including infrastructure development, improvement of settlements, 
special projects aimed at modernization and technical re-equipment of 
industry

Overcoming the stereotypes concerning the Chernobyl subject, 
debunking of Chernobyl myths

Information work with a focus on young generation

Expansion of radiological knowledge among population

OVERCOMING OF THE CATASTROPHE CONSEQUENCES. STAGES AND PRIORITIES

The process of the overcoming of 
the Chernobyl catastrophe consequences can 
be divided into several stages. Such division 
is quite conventional, as when the work 
within one stage is fi nished it is still under 
control. At present moment along with the 

activity aimed at revival and socio-economic 
development of the affected territories the 
work at implementation of the protective 
measures is being kept high as well.

During the 30 years of revival process 
the type of work has been changing: it went 

the consequences and 
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1986–1987

EMERGENCY 
MEASURES SAFETY MEASURES LONG-TERM 

REHABILITATION
REVIVAL AND SOCIAL-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORIES

1988–2000 2001–2010 2011 – Present day

Evacuation

Relocation

Massive 
decontamination 
of the settlements 
and objects, 
radioactive waste 
disposal

Mass resettlement

System of social 
protection for all 
groups of the 
affected 
population

Medical provision

Implementation of 
counter-measures 
in agriculture and 
forestry
        

Targeted projects aimed 
at manufacturing of safe 
competitive products

Changes of specialization 
of agricultural production

Complex projects for 
rehabilitation of the 
affected settlements

Engaging the population 
in the rehabilitation 
process

Formation of radiological 
culture of the population

Complex measures used for formation of a positive image of the 
affected territories

Presentation of attractiveness for investment into the affected territories; 
achievement of equal rights with the other districts of the country for 
international and interregional cooperation

Provision of social and economic development of the affected territories 
including infrastructure development, improvement of settlements, 
special projects aimed at modernization and technical re-equipment of 
industry

Overcoming the stereotypes concerning the Chernobyl subject, 
debunking of Chernobyl myths

Information work with a focus on young generation

Expansion of radiological knowledge among population

OVERCOMING OF THE CATASTROPHE CONSEQUENCES. STAGES AND PRIORITIES

through the process of obligatory resettlement 
from the most contaminated areas; restriction 
of production of goods with high radionuclide 
content, massive deactivation during the fi rst 
years after the accident; and today all the 
activities aimed at revival and socio-economic 

development of the affected territories. Along 
with these processes “Chernobyl” science 
has been developed, legislation has been 
improved, protective measures in agriculture 
and forestry has been provided, quality of 
medical service has improved.

their overcoming
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NATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR MITIGATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE

4 National Programs were implemented
Amount of financing – about 
19.4 billion USD

Distinctive features: 
• Main priority – protective measures.
• Within the 3 initial programs 

considerable capital investments 
were provided for relocation of people 
to “clean” territories; signifi cant 
investments were spent on the 
infrastructure development of the 
affected districts.

• Flexibility of activities and amount of 
their funding in accordance with the 
changing situation (reorganization 
of the “Chernobyl” science in 
2002–2003, fi nishing of the 
mass resettlement in 2007, 
launching programs on changing 
of specialization of agricultural 
production in 2002–2010).

• Complex approach to formation 
and implementation of the program 
activities.

• Social, economic and radiological 
rehabilitation of the contaminated 
territories, creation of conditions 
for business activities without 
restrictions regarding radiation 
factor and further risk decrease for 
health of the affected population.

Implementation of the State program 
for mitigation of the consequences of 
the catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP 
for 2011–2015 and for the period up to 
2020 (adopted by the regulation of 
the Council of Ministers of the Republic 
of Belarus of December 31, 2010, 
№1922) has been started

Amount of financing for 2011–2015 –
about 2 billion USD

Distinctive features: 

• Main priority – transition from 
rehabilitation of the affected 
territories to their sustainable 
development.

• Social protection, medical provision 
and health improvement of the 
affected population;

• Radiation protection and targeted 
implementation of the protective 
measures.

• Scientifi c support and development 
of information work.

• Special innovation projects aimed at 
social and economic development of 
the affected districts.

the consequences and
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Further implementation of the State 
program for mitigation of the consequences 
of the catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP for 
2011–2015 and for the period up to 2020
Amount of fi nancing – about 2.3 billion USD
Upcoming activities are focusing on:

• Further risk decrease of harmful 
consequences for health of people from 
the affected territories.

• Support of the achieved level of 
the protection measures, radiation 
monitoring, radiation control of 
environment and production on 
the contaminated territories of 
the country. 

• Assistance in reviving and sustainable 
social and economic development of the 
districts under conditions of provision of 
required radiation safety. 

• Scientifi c and information support of 
the State Program.

We have started to revive the affected lands. And today local people agree that this decision was 
correct… Thanks to the accumulated funds we have started to launch new enterprises, construct 
stations for water deironing, build roads and gasify the districts. As you can see, the result we 
achieved is good. We will continue to work in this direction

Quotation from the speech of the President of the Republic of Belarus 
Alexander G. Lukashenko during the visit to Bykhov district 

of Mogilev region on April 26, 2009

THE UNION STATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS AND THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
PROGRAMS FOR MITIGATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES 

OF THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE 

3 common activity programs for mitigation 
of the consequences of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe were implemented during 
the period of 1998–2010
Amount of fi nancing – about 80 million USD
Distinctive features:
• Addition to the State programs for 

mitigation of the consequences of the 
Chernobyl catastrophe.

• Considerable capital investments into 
building and equipment of medical 
organizations (Republican Research 
Center for Radiation Medicine and 
Human Ecology in Gomel and Grodno 
Medicine Plant in Skidel).

• Opportunity of testing and approbation 
of new approaches to rehabilitation 
(pilot projects of targeted rehabilitation 
of agricultural units on the 
contaminated territories).

• Formation, development and practical 
implementation of new approaches 
to Chernobyl related information 
work, creation of Russian-Belarusian 
Information Center (RBIC) with the 
branches in Moscow and Minsk.

their overcoming
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• Practicing of the principles and 
mechanisms of the complex rehabilitation 
project implementation in settlements.

• Development of components and 
mechanisms of the response system to 
radiation provoked emergency situations 
taking into account the experience of the 
Chernobyl catastrophe.

• Provision of the development and effective 
implementation of innovative technologies 
for medical assistance and rehabilitation 
of people living in the contaminated areas 
of Russia and Belarus.

• Improvement of the unifi ed system of 
radiation protection on the radioactively 
contaminated territories.

• Development and implementation of the 
management strategy for the territories 
with high contamination level and the 
territories excluded from the agricultural 
use due to the radiation factor.

• Realization of common information, 
education, social and rehabilitation 
policy on the problem of radiation 
safety, rehabilitation and sustainable 
development of the affected territories.

Common activity program for 
mitigation of the consequences of the 
Chernobyl catastrophe in the frames 
of the Union State for the period up to 
2016 is being implemented.

Amount of fi nancing – 1.3 billion Russian 
rubles, including 521 million Russian rubles 
for the Belarusian side.

Distinctive features: 

• Making effective use of the Union State 
potential created in the frames of the 
previous programs to provide safe living 
in the contaminated areas and increasing 
of quality of life of the citizens of Belarus 
and Russia.

A concept of the new Common activity program is being under development.
Priorities for the future program:
• Social protection and medical provision
• Complete exclusion of products that are not correspond with the safety 

standards
• Provision of complex protective measures on the territories where 

the exposure dose might exceed the allowed level
• Support of the radiation control system
• Provision of functioning of the territories of the evacuation (exclusion) and 

resettlement zones
• Return of the lands previously withdrawn from agricultural production 

taking into account the economic and radiation safety requirements, rational 
use of forestry

the consequences and



11

ACTIONS  RESULT 

RADIATION PROTECTION

ACTIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS AIMED AT MITIGATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE

• About 138 thousand people were evacuated from 30-kilometre 
zone and later resettled. Thereby people prevented from 
the harmful radiation exposure. New settlements with well-
developed infrastructure were constructed for the evacuated 
people.

• Allowed levels of radionuclide content in agricultural products, 
food and water were worked out and adopted. Contaminated 
products are prevented from getting into the trading network.

• About 2.5 thousand square km of lands were removed from 
the agricultural production after the Chernobyl accident. By 
means of the protective measure system that include acid soil 
chalking, implementation of organic fertilizers, application of 
increased quantity of phosphoric and potassium fertilizers, the 
safe radiation level of agricultural products has been obtained. 
By now the area of lands contaminated with Cesium-137 has 
reduced by more than 500 thousand hectares.

• Special protection system of forestry management has been 
adopted in order to provide radiation safety for workers and 
safe logging with permissible content of radionuclides.

• Centralized water supply is provided for population of the 
affected territories. 2.5 thousand km of water supply network 
have been put into operation.

• 3.3 thousand km of gas supply network have been put into 
service; 22 thousand houses have been gasified. Due to such 
action people do not have to use local contaminated fuel and 
therefore radionuclide transfer via combustion materials is 
prevented.

• Specialization of agricultural production was retargeted in 
order to manufacture products with permissible content of 
radionuclide.

their overcoming
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK

ACTIONS RESULT 

• 92 unique regulatory legal acts were passed shortly after the 
accident. Social protection for the people evacuated from 
the 30-km zone was guaranteed by means of these documents. 

• The state system of social protection for all categories of the 
affected people was established. All social rights were granted to 
people living in the affected by the Chernobyl accident territories 
(more than 1 million people). 

• On February 22, 1991 the Law of the Republic of Belarus 
“On Social Protection of Population Affected by the Catastrophe 
at the Chernobyl NPP” was passed. For the first time in the world 
practice social benefits and guaranties have been implemented 
for people living in the contaminated territories, participating in 
mitigation of the consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe, 
the resettled people. 

• On November 12, 1991 the Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Legal 
Regime of the Territories Exposed to Radioactive Contamination in 
Consequence of the Catastrophe at Chernobyl NPP” was adopted. 
The Law regulates all questions regarding the contaminated 
territory of the Republic of Belarus. 

• The State Register of people affected after the accident at the 
Chernobyl NPP or other radioactive accidents was created in 1993. 
It facilitates systematization of the people affected by radiation. 
Data about more than 875 thousand people have been introduced 
into the database of the Register. 

• The Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Radiation Safety of the 
Population” was adopted on January 5, 1998. The conditions for life 
and health protection from harmful impact of ionizing radiation 
have been provided. 

• The Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Social Protection of People 
Affected by the Catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP” was passed 
on July 16, 2009. The benefits are granted according to the world 
accepted system. The state policy of social benefits was provided 
for the least protected groups of people - children and disabled 
people. Social benefits were ensured for people affected by other 
radiation accidents. 

the consequences and
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MEDICAL PROVISION

SOCIAL PROTECTION

ACTIONS RESULT

• All pupils living at the contaminated territories (annually 
approximately 119 thousand children) are provided with 
free meals.

• 157 schools for 48 thousand places and 116 kinder gardens for 
19 thousand places have been constructed during the period of 
1990–2015.

• More than 68 thousand apartments have been constructed in 
the affected districts since 1990.

• The main goal of medical provision is clinical examination for 
the detection and early treatment of disease. Approximately 
1.5 million people affected by the catastrophe including 
260 thousand children are provided with regular medical 
examination.

• The state of health of 72,5 thousand liquidators of the 
catastrophe is being under the control.

• The network of health-improving center for children was 
created. Annually almost 90 thousand children from the 
affected territories receive sanatorium treatment 
in 12 health-improving center for children and other health 
institutions.

• Regional hospitals have been provided with modern medical 
equipment. Modern methods of diagnostics and treatment 
such as telemedicine, MNR-tomography and others were 
introduced in the hospitals which provide health care to the 
affected population.

their overcoming
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• One of the biggest centers in Europe Republican Research 
Center for Radiation Medicine and Human Ecology in Gomel was 
created. Highly qualified medical treatment for people from the 
affected territories is conducted there.

SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT

the consequences and

• The “Chernobyl” scientific school was formed. At the present 
moment the scientific potential regarding the research of the 
consequences of the catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP in the 
Republic of Belarus is concentrated in Gomel and is represented 
by such institutions as Institute of Radiology, Institute of 
Radiobiology, Republican Research Center for Radiation Medicine 
and Human Ecology.

• All forms of activity and housekeeping on the contaminated 
areas are being scientifically supported. Methods and devices 
of radiological control are designed by Scientific and Research 
Institute of Nuclear Problems and manufactured in Belarus by 
“Atomtech”, “Polimaster”, “Tymet”.

• In 1988 Polesie State Radiation Ecological Reserve was created 
at the contaminated territory. There are a great number of 
rare species of plants, mammals, fishes and birds living there 
in conditions of high radioactive contamination. The reserve 
has a great potential for international radiobiological and 
radioecological research in order to develop rehabilitation 
technologies for the contaminated lands, for evaluation of 
radiation impact on animals and plants.

• By now all the necessary research branches are formed, 
the personnel is trained; material and technical resources 
for research are gathered. Belarusian research school on 
problems of rehabilitation of the contaminated areas is 
recognized as an expert by the world community.
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RAISING THE LEVEL OF AWARENESS AND RADIO-ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE POPULATION

• Radiological education system was implemented. Training 
courses on radiation security are introduced on all stages of 
education (secondary school, specialized secondary education, 
higher education). The training of specialists on radioecology, 
radiation protection, radiation medicine are provided at 
universities.

• The system ensuring the activities on mitigation of the 
consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe is formed by 
better interaction of the public authorities, specialists and 
the mass media. The population of the affected area is 
actively participating in the process of finding solutions to 
post-Chernobyl problems. Belarusian Branch of the Russian-
Belarusian Information Center on the Problems of the 
Consequences of the Catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP is 
created in 2007.

• Nowadays 21 information spots function in the most affected 
districts; there are 8 information spots where the staff of 
Administration of Alienation and Evacuation are working to 
increase information awareness among population concerning 
the rules of visit and staying at those zones; 18 information 
and methodological cabinets “Radiation Safety and Principles 
of Safe Living” situated on the basis of education institutions. 
The cabinets are provided with all necessary equipment and a 
set of various educational and information materials.

The reviving of the contaminated territories becomes a top priority of our state... 
We have to apply best efforts to revive this land.

Quotation from the speech of the President of the Republic of Belarus 
Alexander G. Lukashenko during the visit to Bragin 

in Gomel region in April 2009

their overcoming
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Financing of the Chernobyl programs annually accounts for a signifi cant share of 
the State budget of the Republic of Belarus. 

It helped to solve a range of crucial 
problems:

• Establishment of legal 
framework for overcoming 
the consequences of the 
accident.

• Creation of research 
institutions and centers on 
the problems concerning the 
Chernobyl accident.

• Implementation of social 
protection system for all 
categories of the affected people.

• Provision of medical examination 
and rehabilitation for people 
from the affected territories.

• Establishment of radiation control system of 
manufactured products and environment.

• Protective measures in agriculture and forestry 
to ensure production of goods in accordance with 
the safety standards.

• Provision of social and economic development of the 
affected territories including infrastructure development, 
improvement of settlements, special projects aimed at 
modernization and technical re-equipment of industry.

• Formation of radiological competence of the population 
and promotion of peoples’ involvement into the revival 
process.

• Preservation of the cultural heritage of the affected areas 
and memory about the catastrophe, transfer of it to other 
generations.

FROM REHABILITATION OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORIES TO REVIVAL, 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Since 1991 more than 22 billion USD of the State budget 
have been spent on the mitigation of the consequences 

of the accident

from rehabilitation to revival
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memory eternal

30 YEARS OF MEMORY

THIRTY YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE THAT HAS 
AGITATED THE WHOLE WORLD. LIVES OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WERE DIVIDED INTO 
BEFORE AND AFTER THE EVENTS OF THAT FATEFUL DAY, BREAKING THOUSANDS 
OF THEIR PLANS AND HOPES IN ONE SHORT MOMENT.

Social, health and economic consequences 
of the accident were severe. The total area of 
long-term contaminated territories of three 
most affected countries – Belarus, Ukraine 
and Russia – was more than 150 000 km2. 
About 7 million people had been living there at 
that time. More than 600 000 liquidators were 
involved in the mitigation of the consequences of 
the Chernobyl catastrophe. The state of health of 
all those people was been put at a risk associated 
with radioactive exposure.

Belarus is the country that suffered the 
most. The residents of 479 settlements were 
evacuated from contaminated areas and 
resettled. Today, having arrived at their small 
motherland, they would not see their homes 
because the constructions of many villages 
are buried. The survivors of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe say that their children and 
grandchildren can only imagine the places 
where their ancestors lived. Therefore, any 
information which could help to keep the 
memory of the resettled and buried villages, 
cultural, natural and architectural sites, located 
in the affected areas, is of great importance. 
All the collected materials become a part of 
museum exhibitions and special editions.

This Chernobyl tragedy was not our fault. We are not those people who built this station 
and we are not those who exploited it. It just so happened that we had to rebuild our life in 

the contaminated areas after the Chernobyl accident.

Quotation from the speech of the President of Belarus Alexander G. Lukashenko 
during his working visit to Slavgorod district of Mogilev region on April 26, 2015

The State historical and cultural expedition 
devoted to save historical and cultural heritage 
of Belarus in the areas affected by the Chernobyl 
accident gathered museum and ethnographic 
materials from the 30-kilometer exclusion zone, 
which later became the fundamental basis for 
the creation of the permanent exhibition «The 
Art and Life of the Chernobyl Zone».

The exposition «Monuments of Ethnography 
and Folk Art of Chernobyl Zone» was established 
in the Institute of Arts, Ethnography and 
Folklore named after K. Krapiva on the basis 
of the collection gathered during the period 
of 1991-1999 by the Center of Belarusian 
Culture, Language and Literature Studies at 
the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus 
within 23 expeditions to the resettled towns 
and villages of Mogilev and Gomel regions. 
It includes about 700 items of ethnography 
and folk art of the affected areas. On 26 of 
April 2013 there was the exhibition “Lost 
tale. Paintings of the resettled villages” at the 
center’s museum.

In many settlements of Belarus were 
established monuments and memorable sites 
in memory of the resettled after the Chernobyl 
accident villages. So a stone bittern froze in 
eternal mourning in Kalinkovichi. A mourning 
birch stretched to the sky in Kostyukovichi. 
A memorial complex spreads out on the shore 
of the lake in Cherikov district. No one will 
ever hear peoples’ voices in the houses on the 
«Avenue of the Buried Villages» in Slavgorod 
district .There are commemorative signs of the 
Chernobyl tragedy in Dobrush, Yelsk, Korma, 
Krasnopolye, Lelchitsy, Narovlya, Rechitsa, 
Khoiniki, Chechersk and other districts suffered 
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from the disaster. Red carnations and wreaths 
with words of memory lay at the monuments. 

The Chernobyl accident dramatically changed 
the fates of those Belarusians who were involved 
in fi re-fi ghting operations and taming of the 
destroyed reactor. Annually on the day of the 
tragedy the central square of Bragin located 
45 km from the reactor becomes the place for a 
requiem meeting. It is held near the monument 
to the resettled villages and the bust of the 
fi reman Vasily Ignatenko who at the cost of his 
life together with a group of followers stopped the 
spread of the fi re. Foreign guests and grateful 
citizens come from different parts of Belarus to 
pay the tribute to the memory of the hero.

One of the streets in Minsk is named after the 
great hero Vasily Ignatenko. Another street is 
named after Vasily Vodolazhskiy – the legendary 
helicopter pilot who was dropping neutralizing 
substances into the destroyed reactor and 
taught young pilots how to minimize radiation 
exposure during such works. Annually on April 
26 mourning events take place at the heroes’ 
commemorative plaques.

There are memorials «To Victims of Chernobyl» 
and «Hiroshima Peace Memorial» in the park of 
Friendship of Peoples, the last one was placed 
on the Japanese public initiative. A blessed 
commemorative plaque with the text of precept 
to descendants on behalf of the President of 
Belarus Alexander Lukashenko and Metropolit 
of Minsk and Slutsk, Holiness Patriarch 
Filaret of All Belarus is installed in front of the 
Chernobyl memorial church in honor of the Icon 
of the Mother of God «Seeking of the Lost». There 
are 10 sculptural pictures with the names of 
all evacuated and resettled villages of Belarus 
on the territory of the church. This church was 
built in the 90s at the expenses of the Chernobyl 
public organizations and average citizens and is 

not only a place for memorial events, but also the 
center of documentaries about national heroism 
in overcoming the consequences of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe.

There is a temple complex in memory of the 
Chernobyl catastrophe victims on Pritytskogo 
Street. It consists of the church in honor of 
the Icon of the Mother of God «Consolation of 
All Sorrows”, the Temple of St. Euphrosyne of 
Polotsk, the St. Gabriel of Bialystok chapel, the 
Brahma-belfry, the icon-painting workshops, the 
Sunday school, the alms-house, the library and 
the museum in memory of the Chernobyl Victims 
and the memorial churchyard complex.

In 1990 Alexei Marachkin painted the Icon 
«The Holly Mother of Chernobyl victims» or 
«The Mother of God of Chernobyl». The icon was 
sanctifi ed by ministers of different denominations 
at the Freedom Square in Minsk. 

Chernobyl theme was used to create one of six 
bas-reliefs «Tears of Belarus», dedicated to the 
glory and sorrow of the Belarusian people in the 
memorial church in honor of All Saints and in 
memory of innocent victims of our Motherland in 
Minsk, the heart of Belarus memory of the fallen 
heroes of all wars.

Unfortunately, today we know not so much 
about the fates of hundreds of people, who took 
part in priority activities on evacuation, fought 
fi res and later built the protective sarcophagus-
construction around the damaged reactor. 
By the 25th anniversary of the Chernobyl 
accident was published a book of liquidators’ 
memories «Chernobyl Pain.» It helps to restore 
the memory of their life deed. By the 30th 
anniversary an enlarged edition of the book 
will be on the shelf.

By popular demand of the residents and 
settlers of Khoiniki district in 2007 was founded 
the museum «Chernobyl Tragedies» in Khoiniki. 
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Its objective is patriotic education of youth and 
perpetuation of the memory of the Chernobyl 
heroes.

Every year the memory of the Chernobyl 
disaster is more and more refl ected in works of art 
and culture. In 2007 at the international annual 
Environmental Film TV Festival «To Save and 
Preserve» in Russia the winner in nomination 
«The Best Journalistic Film» has been recognized 
in the picture of Belarusian journalists «Pripyat 
Disco».

In 2010 in Bragin took place a festival of 
children’s documentary fi lms «Crystal Stork», 
in which the children from the affected after 
the Chernobyl accident territories of Belarus 
participated. The plots of the fi lms were about 

the Chernobyl tragedy. The fi lm-winner was «My 
Generation and Chernobyl.»

The catalogue of Belarusian artists’ 
works «Brush Painted Pain» dedicated to the 
«Chernobyl» catastrophe. Its paintings refl ect the 
beauty of the Belarusian nature, areas affected 
by the disaster, the heroism of the liquidators 
and diffi cult fates of the people who survived the 
tragedy.

Chernobyl is also drawn by children. More 
than a thousand works have been received from 
the young people of Belarus during the action 
«Chernobyl: Past, Present and Future». Many 
of the young artists live in the affected areas, so 
their drawings were notable for a special realism. 
And that is why it is especially important that 
each drawing even the most sad has the symbols 
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of joy and hope. The children are sure that after 
the pain of the past the joy of the future will 
necessarily come. The best works were published 
together with original commentaries of young 
authors.in the catalogue «We Feel It”.

As a part of the integrated project «Revival» 
was published the album «To challenge. To 
enjoy. To remember... The Book of Memory of the 
Chernobyl disaster and people’s life after it.» The 
edition includes poems written by the children 
and youth about the Chernobyl catastrophe. It is 
also illustrated by the children’s drawings.

The memory of the Chernobyl disaster have 
long gone beyond the affected areas. In 2007 
a festival «Tell me, Mr. Cloud...» was held 
within the International Program «Cooperation 
for Rehabilitation» (CORE) During the year 
children from Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, France, 
Germany, Austria, Spain, Cameroon, Lebanon, 
the Philippines together with well-known men of 
art of their countries composed fairy tales. The 
main character of which was a cloud burst out 
from the Chernobyl NPP reactor in April 1986. 
The children wrote 52 unique stories and then 
made 10-minute movies on their basis. There 
were problems in each country, which the children 
could compare with the accident at the Chernobyl 
Nuclear Power Plant: the war in Lebanon, AIDS 
in Africa, global environmental problems of our 
time. Through these national and international 
problems children from different countries were 
able to see and feel the Chernobyl tragedy. 
Each team had its own view of the catastrophe 
and its consequences, but all the fi lms had very 
optimistic ending. The children look into the 
future with hope.

In 2010 the international educational seminar 
«Chernobyl is European memory» gathered in the 

capital of Belarus 
thirty students from 
various European 
countries. All of them 
are the winners of the 
national competition 
in local history. The 
students realize that 
Chernobyl taught 
the humankind a 
bitter lesson and 
that keeping memory of this man-made disaster is 
necessary in order not to repeat the mistakes. The 
young people met with the resettled people and 
the liquidators, got acquainted with the European 
projects aimed at the victims of Chernobyl.

In 2011 within the event «Chernobyl as 
All-European Challenge», 50 witnesses of the 
Chernobyl disaster from Belarus and Ukraine 
(fi remen, soldiers, doctors, engineers and others) 
told about their life and experience to inhabitants 
of 25 cities and villages in Germany. These 
meetings were held together with the photo 
exhibition of Rüdiger Lubriht «Liquidators are 
the forgotten rescuers of Europe.»

In that year the National History Museum of 
the Republic of Belarus hold another important 
cultural event the exhibition «Belarus: 25 years 
after Chernobyl”. Visitors with the help of 
modern exhibition technologies got acquainted 
with the main results of the realization of the 
national policy in the fi eld of the Chernobyl 
disaster consequences overcoming and the 
cultural heritage of the affected areas.

The signifi cant event devoted to the memory 
of the Chernobyl disaster saving became the 
international internet action «Light a Candle of 
the Memory» dedicated to the 25th anniversary 
of the accident, in which over 50 thousand people 

took part.
The guidebook album 

at the reviving after the 
Chernobyl accident districts 
of Belarus «Images of the 
Unforgotten Land» focuses 
on saving and transfering 
to new generations spiritual 
and cultural heritage of 
this lands; it also positions 
21 most affected districts 
not only as victims of the 
Chernobyl catastrophe, but 



23

memory eternal

as areas rich in cultural and natural values, 
original traditions and people knowing 
these traditions.

One of signifi cant events is going to be 
the children’s thematic exhibition «Walk 
Through a Revival» in 21 affected districts 
dedicated to the 30th anniversary of the 
disaster. The exposition tells young visitors 
about the history of the Chernobyl accident, 
the measures taken by the government for 
the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the 
affected areas. Children will be able to get 
acquainted with the economic and cultural 
potential of these territories, as well as to 
increase their knowledge about the rules of 
safe living on the affected territories.

On the threshold of the 30th anniversary 
was created a virtual museum (web-
gallery) of the Chernobyl disaster. The 
internet resource includes multiple photo 
images of various stages of the tragedy: 
the period of the accident, the liquidation 
and overcoming of the consequences; 
presented a modern view on the art and heritage 
of Belarus related to the Chernobyl tragedy. 
The slogan of the virtual museum «Memory of 
the Pain. Memory of the Deed. Memory of the 
Courage. My Memory» refl ects the main aim of 
the project – the preservation of memory of the 
Chernobyl disaster.

It is essential to preserve in people’s memory 
the history of the Chernobyl accident, the heroism 

of the liquidators, the courage and activities of 
many years of overcoming the consequences of the 
disaster as an invaluable lesson and a warning 
for future generations. It is important that not 
only citizens of the states that were affected by 
the Chernobyl accident, but also all international 
community and all sensible mankind as well 
remember this tragedy.
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THE INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY IN THE FIELD OF OVERCOMING 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE AND 
THE REVIVAL OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORIES

The fi rst “Chernobyl” resolution was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1990. 
The document urges to design a coordination 
program for the activity aimed at the mitigation 
of the consequences of the catastrophe. 13 
“Chernobyl” resolutions have been passed 
since that time.

In 1990 the Republic of Belarus have become 
an independent state and declared its territory 
as a zone of ecological disaster. It was obvious 
that the accident at the Chernobyl NPP was 
not just local or national problem. In this hard 
for our republic period the invaluable help and 
assistance was rendered by the international 
community.

During the period of 1990–2001 the 
international cooperation concerning the 
Chernobyl problems was aimed mostly 
at humanitarian, scientifi c and technical 
assistance. The main programs functioning 
in the Republic of Belarus were the Technical 
Cooperation Programme of International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the United 
Nation Development Programme (UNDP) for 
Belarus. Along with those programs there 
were other initiatives such as the Chernobyl 
Humanitarian Assistance and Rehabilitation 
Program (CHARP) of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), the International Program on 
the Health Effects of the Chernobyl Accident 
(IPHECA) of the World Health Organization 
(WHO), etc.

According to the UNO the Republic of 
Belarus received about 45 million US dollars 
from the UNO and 6.5 million US dollars from 
the European Community Humanitarian Aid 
Offi ce during the period of 1990-2001.

Social organizations and private structures 
provided humanitarian aid to Belarus, 
facilitated the treatment process of children 
from the most affected territories. Since 1990 
approximately 990 thousand children have 
received treatment abroad. Italy, Germany, 
Spain, Ireland, Belgium, Poland, Great Britain, 
Austria, the Netherlands, the USA, France and 
other countries are among the humanitarian 
partners of Belarus.

In 2001 in the international post-Chernobyl 
cooperation there was a change of course 
concerning activities on rehabilitation of 
the affected territories from humanitarian 

assistance to long-term social and economic 
rehabilitation and providing a sustainable 
development of the affected areas with active 
involvement of the residents of the affected 
areas in improving conditions of their living.

From this moment a number of projects are 
carried out by our country together with the 
international partners. Thus, the international 
program “Co-operation for Rehabilitation of 
living conditions in Chernobyl affected areas 
in Belarus” (CORE) was implemented in 
2003–2008. The goal of the CORE Program 
was a sustainable improvement of living 
conditions in the affected areas with the active 
participation of population. The work was 
carried out in 4 preferred directions: health 
care and health surveillance; socio-economic 
development of the contaminated rural areas; 
culture, education and awareness-raising of 
children and youth, transfer of memory of the 
Chernobyl disaster; providing of radioactively 
“clean” food production. More than 80 local 
development projects with the total fi nancing 
of about 4.5 million EUR have been realized 
during the implementation period of the CORE 
Program.

Projects supported by the Government of 
Japan have been implemented in the Republic 
of Belarus since 2004. One of these programs 
is «The Grass Roots» program, which aimed at 
the implementation of humanitarian projects 
on training of medical staff and the supply of 
medical equipment in regional hospitals in the 
areas affected by the Chernobyl accident. 34 
contracts with the total fi nancing of nearly 3 
million US dollars were realized within this 
program. 

In 2006 Belarus put forward an initiative to 
proclaim the third decade after the Chernobyl 
disaster (2006-2016) as the Decade of Recovery 
and Sustainable Development of the Affected 
Regions. This initiative was supported in 
2007 at the 62nd session of the UN General 
Assembly. The Decade’s activities are 
coordinated by the UNDP. The general aim of 
the Action Plan was defi ned: creating conditions 
for active participation of the local people in 
rehabilitation and restoration of the affected 
areas by 2016. The efforts of the state policy 
are aimed at searching and implementing new 
approaches to rehabilitation and restoration 
after the Chernobyl disaster.

international cooperation
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The UNDP Project «International Chernobyl 
Research and Information Network” (ICRIN) 
started its activities in 2009. The purpose 
of the project was to inform the population 
about safe living in the areas affected by the 
Chernobyl disaster and to adapt the latest 
scientifi c information regarding the accident 
consequences to the population needs, 
representing it in the form of practical tips. The 
project was carried out with efforts of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), the IAEA and UNDP.

Within this program local information 
structures were created. These are the 
centers of public access to information and 
communication technologies (ICT centers). 6 
ICT-centers operating on the basis of cultural 
institutions have been created in Belarus. 
The centers are equipped with computers 
and necessary offi ce equipment and provide 
visitors the access to interesting information 
about the Chernobyl accident. In the centers 
educational and information activities are 
carried out as well as pensioners training of 
computer literacy.

In 2011 after the accident at the NPP 
«Fukushima-1» the Belarusian-Japanese 

cooperation has made a fresh start with 
account of the Belarusian experience of 
overcoming the consequences of the Chernobyl 
disaster. The meetings of the Belarusian-
Japanese working group in the framework of 
the Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of Belarus and the Government of 
Japan on cooperation in the fi eld of overcoming 
the consequences of accidents at nuclear 
power plants are regularly held. In addition, 
international scientifi c-practical conferences 
are held and the Japanese delegations often 
visit our country to exchange experience in 
various fi elds of overcoming the consequences 
of radiation accidents.

UNDP Administrator Helen Clark visited 
the Republic of Belarus in May 2014. The 
main purpose of this working visit was the 
development of long-term approaches to 
international cooperation on the Chernobyl 
subject for the period after 2016. Helen Clark 
will be actively involved in the international 

conference “Chernobyl Thirty Years After. 
From Emergency to Revival and Sustainable 
Social and Economic Development of the 
Affected Territories” in April 2016, in Minsk.

International forums on the Chernobyl 
issues in various formats are regularly 
held in RSRUE «Institute of Radiology» in 
Gomel. Thus, the International Scientifi c and 
Practical Conference «Problems of Nuclear and 
Radiation Safety: Chernobyl and Fukushima 
lessons» was held in June 2013. The Belarusian 
specialists and the representatives of Slovakia, 
Japan and Russia took part in this event.

In August 2014 at the Institute of Radiology 
the international seminar «Optimization 
of approaches and tools to support areas 
affected by the Chernobyl accident» was held 
in the framework of the regional IAEA project 
RER/9/123 «Support for return to normal 
radiological conditions on the territories 
affected by the Chernobyl accident.»

Annually the Institute of Radiology 
organizes the training courses «Preparedness 
and Management in the late phase of post-
accidental nuclear situation» in the framework 
of the cooperation project on the basis of the 
European platform on preparedness to respond 
to nuclear and radiological emergency and post-
emergency management situations («NERIS»). 
The Center for Nuclear Risk Assessment and 
Management (CEPN) is the organizer of this 
training course together with The Institute.

The State Environmental Research 
Institution «Polesie State Radiation Ecological 
Reserve» conducts research activities and 
carries out joint projects with the IAEA, the 
Norwegian Radiation Protection Authority, the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE), NATO.

Currently, strategy for the international 
Chernobyl cooperation is actively developed 
for the period after 2016. International expert 
meetings are held for proposal generation in the 
framework of the UN Development Program 
where Belarusian experts take an active part.

During 30 years after the Chernobyl accident 
Belarus has passed a long way from the country-
recipient of humanitarian assistance up to the 
equal partner and the expert country which 
experience can be applied in other countries.

«Fukushima-1» the Belarusian-Japanese 
The UN Resident Coordinator and the 
UNDP Resident Representative 
Sanaka Samarasinha: 

“It is very important do not let the world 
forget about the Chernobyl disaster.”

The Administrator of the UNDP 
Helen Clark: 

“In Belarus, I saw a great interest in the 
restoration of high living standard after the 
catastrophe.”



26

Russian-Belarusian Internet-Portal

The updated BBRBIC web-site has become 
a part of the Russian-Belarusian information 
Internet-portal (chernobyl-portal.org). The 
joint resource contains information on all events 
aimed at overcoming the consequences of the 
catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP, improving 
of life conditions, reviving and development 
of the affected territories in the Republic of 
Belarus and the Russian Federation.

The sections “Science”, “Target Programs”, 
“Chernobyl NPP”, “Revival” are provided 
for specialists. Such sections as “About 
Radiation to Population”, “Miltimedia-
Library”, “Important to Know”, “Information 
and Training Events” are developed for a 
broad segment of population.

System of Distant Consultation 
The Russian and Belarusian specialists have 

developed an IT-product for distant consulting 

in the online mode. The system provides distant 
consulting of the population from Russia and 
Belarus living at the territories affected by the 
accident at the Chernobyl NPP. Regular online 
seminars on experience exchange between 
specialists and events directed to radiation 
background measurement by Russian and 
Belarusian school children are organized with 
the help of this system.

Electronic Information Resource
A constantly updatable electronic 

information resource on the Chernobyl 
subject was created with the use of the latest 
technologies that helped to put together and 
systematize the existent information (offi cial 
documents, books, posters, research and 
measurement results, etc.). Special attention 

Information Projects on the Chernobyl 
Subject
Information Projects on the Chernobyl 
Subject

A complex information work aimed at population is conducted 
within the State and the Union State Programs for mitigation of the 
consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe. A lot of measures 
have been taken to raise radioecological awareness during 
30 years after the catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP. The projects 
aimed at awareness-raising of the population are implemented 
considering the age and qualification of people. The projects 
dedicated to the memory preservation have already been 
mentioned in the article “30 Years of Memory”. The information 
products aimed at radioecological awareness enhancement, 
overcoming the Chernobyl stereotypes, promotion of healthy 
lifestyle at the affected territories, active participation of the 
local population in reviving their homeland are listed below.

information projects
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is paid to the regulatory framework and 
information on the social protection of the people 
affected by the catastrophe. The resource also 
contains the social and radiation passports, 
maps of radioactive forest contamination of 
forests, guidebooks and video materials.

This resource is of great interest to a broad 
segment of users. Specialists of radiation control, 
education, health care and non-specialists as 
well can use the information for raising their 
radiological awareness. The navigation of the 
resource is very simple so that any information 
can be found without any troubles.

Atlas of the Present-Day and 
Prospective Aspects of the 
Consequences of the Chernobyl 
Catastrophe on the Affected Areas 
of Russia and Belarus
This fundamental issue includes the 

review and reference sections, shows the 
dynamic of radioactive contamination of 

fi ve Belarusian and four Russian regions in 
1986, 1996 and 2006. It also includes maps 
of Cesium-137 contamination forecast for the 
period from 2016 to 2056 with the 10-year 
interval. There are maps demonstrating 
the contamination with Cesium-137, 
Strontium-90, Plutonium isotopes, 
Americium-241 of the territories of the 
Polesie State Radiation Ecological Reserve.

Journal “Reviving Our Homeland”

The publication describes the efforts of 
the country in reviving the affected districts 
at local, national and international levels. 
The journal refl ects social and economic 
developments of the districts, dwells on the 
latest scientifi c and medical achievements. 
There are analytical materials, interviews 
with scientists and specialists in the fi eld 
of long-term mitigation of the consequences 
of the catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP. 
Photo-reports demonstrate life of the reviving 
districts and show their social and economic 
development for the audience.

“Belarus and Chernobyl” Series
Information and analytical issue is 

directed to authorities, teachers and 
specialists in ideological activity and 
contains information on overcoming 
the consequences after the Chernobyl 
catastrophe, explains the peculiarities 
and conditions for transition to revival 

information projects
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of the affected territories, has necessary 
reference information. The fi rst issue has 
been prepared for the 25th anniversary 
of the catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP. 
Annually this brochure is reissued taking 
into account the current data.

Recommendations for Information Work 
on the Chernobyl Subject Activities on 
the Base of Local Information Structures

The main goal of the brochure is to 
provide system work of the local information 
structures and constant information and 
methodological support of their actions. 
The recommendations were designed 
for heads of local information structures 
(«Radiation Security and Principles of 

information projects

Personal and Social Safety” cabinets, centers 
for practical radiological culture, teaching 
and consulting centers on radiation safety, 
centers with access to information and 
communication technologies), for specialists 
of broad qualifi cation who are interested 
in radioecology and for population as well.

“Excursion to the Revival» Album about 
the Economic Brands of the Reviving 
after the Chernobyl Catastrophe 
Districts of the Republic of Belarus 

The album is not just an excursion to 
companies situated in the “Chernobyl” districts 
but it is also a history of the affected land 
and the people who live here. Readers have 
unique possibility to get acquainted with lots of 
companies of Gomel, Mogilev and Brest regions. 
These manufactures surprise their buyers 
with new products that comply with the world 
safety standards. “Excursion to the Revival” 
is a marvelous opportunity to rediscover the 
“Chernobyl” territories one more time and to 
see the current situation.

Brochure “Unreal World. Chernobyl Myths”
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A popular-science brochure was issued 
for a non-specialist audience. Its purpose 
is to analyze the most popular and deep 
rooted myths and stereotypes about the 
consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe. 
Readers have the opportunity independently 
grasp what is true and what is false. 

Current Tendencies in Philosophical 
and Cultural Understanding of the 
Consequences of the Catastrophe at 
the Chernobyl NPP for the Republic of 
Belarus

The issue demonstrates the peculiarities 
of public perception of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe, its consequences and activities 
on their overcoming in the Republic of 
Belarus, Chernobyl myths and stereotypes, 
their infl uence on the reviving course of the 
affected territories. The brochure shows us 
changes in social and cultural dimension 
and public life in Belarus during the after-
Chernobyl period. It shows conditions for 
philosophic rethinking of the catastrophe 
and its consequences for our country.

Answers to «Chernobyl» Questions
In order to provide targeted information 

work with various groups of population and 
different specialists from the contaminated 
territories thematic guidebooks for students, 
specialists of education and healthcare 
systems – “The Notes for Student (Teacher, 
Doctor) : Answers to «Chernobyl» Questions” – 
have been issued. The brochures have 

information projects 

adapted information regarding the accident 
at the Chernobyl NPP, its consequences 
and radiation impact on human body. The 
issues contain general defi nitions and basic 
principles of radiation protection in conditions 
of living at the contaminated territories. The 
guidebooks dismiss the Chernobyl myths and 
inform people about the action our country 
does to overcome the consequences of the 
catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP.

Brochure about the Revival after 
the Chernobyl Catastrophe for Youth 
“Chernobyl: pro et contra”

The brochure is made in a manner of a 
comic book especially for youth. It contains 
general information on the consequences 
of the catastrophe, their overcoming, 
peculiarities of working and living at the 
affected territories. The issue also describes 
chances of professional advancement and 
self-realization on the affected territories for 
the graduates of universities and colleges. 
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Magazine about radiation safety for 

children “Kapel’ka”

This project was approved by the Ministry 
of Education of the Republic of Belarus. It 
was approbated by the readers and teachers 
of the reviving districts. The issue is widely 
used for information work on the Chernobyl 
subject with children, for example, during the 
lessons on Principles of Personal and Social 
Safety. The published materials are intended 
to reduce the lack of knowledge of radiation 
safety among the young generation. Its purpose 
is to prevent development of stereotyped 
thinking regarding the consequences of the 
catastrophe, and to help children to form 
the correct idea of the current radiological 
situation in the Republic of Belarus.

Youth Interactive Projects
The implemented projects were aimed at 

formation of loyalty among youth for living 
at the affected territories and working 
there as young specialists.

The excursions to the affected districts of 
Gomel and Mogilev regions were organized 
for students of pedagogical and medical 
universities. During the excursions young 
specialists got the real understanding of 
the current social and economic situation 
of the reviving territories.

Intellectual competitions on  radiation 
safety are regularly organized among 
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youth of Russia and Belarus living at the 
affected territories. The activity is provided 
in different forms, for example, intellectual 
quiz, thematic sport competitions, etc.

Various creative competitions are 
organized for youth. One of them was 
the information project competition 
on perspectives of cultural, social and 
economic development of the territories 
“Affected Territories: Looking into the 
Future”. Students and inhabitants of 
the affected districts participated in the 
competition and dedicated their essays to 
their native towns and villages. Each work 
is like a ready-made project for reviving; 
it demonstrates the understanding of the 
Chernobyl problem and basis of marketing 
and economy.

Another interactive project was the 
competition “Youth: Learn, Create, Revive”. 
The youth living at the affected territories 
had the chance to take part in socially 
important event and create a brand book 
for promotional products.

At fi rst sight, all the information products 
are different, and yet, they are united by 
one purpose – they all demonstrate the 
intention of the State towards overcoming 
the consequences of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe, development of skills for 
safe living at the affected territories, 
unifi cation of people, and reviving after 
the Chernobyl catastrophe. Each project 
uses the language the targeted audience, so 
it has a good chance to be heard, understood 
and accepted.



31

Contacts:

59-7N, Shpilevskogo str., Minsk 220112
Republic of Belarus
Tel./Fax: (+375 017) 291-02-94, tel.: 291-02-87
e-mail: info@rbic.by
www.rbic.by

REVIVING OUR HOMELAND
SPECIAL EDITION FOR THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHERNOBYL CATASTROPHE

Printing approved 18.04.2016. Format 60 × 84/8.
Offset paper. Century Schoolbook. 

Digital printing. Def. print. sheet. 1,95. Def. edit. sheet 1,63.  
Circulation 295. Order 1514.

The publisher
RSRUE “Institute of Radiology” 

Ministry for Emergency Situations 
of the Republic of Belarus

Certifi cate of the state registration of publisher, producer, 
distributor of publications № 1/95 as of 25.11.2013.

59-7N, Shpilevskogo str., Minsk 220112

Printed
Filial BBRBIC RSRUE “Institute of Radiology”

Ministry for Emergency Situations
of the Republic of Belarus

© Department for Mitigation of the Consequences of the Catastrophe at the Chernobyl NPP Ministry for Emergency 
Situations of the Republic of Belarus, 2016.

©  Filial BBRBIC RSRUE “Institute of Radiology” Ministry for Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus, 2016.

Responsible for the edition:
E. Davydova

Team: 
N. Barysevich
I. Savchenko
E. Davydova

S. Mamai
D. Lavrinovich

Correction: A. Charankova

Translated by E. Ustimenko, A. Charankova

Computer lay-out: A. Kulikova

On the cover: pictures of the events dedicated to 
the anniversaries of the Chernobyl catastrophe 

and pictures of the reviving districts




